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IRRFAN KHAN
Gone too soon; A hero of world cinema

is name was Khan too, but he was not one among The Khans of Bollywood. No six-
packs, no bulging biceps, no drop-dead good looks and yet, Irrfan Khan could stop you
dead in your tracks with one smoldering look. Then there was his baritone voice, thatH

deliberate pause before his dialogue delivery, the signature drawl and of course, the 
swagger that made him tower over the rest in an industry full of stars and mediocre star 
kids.

Irrfan was his own man, far removed from the star-trappings of his contemporaries in 
Bollywood. He went where even the most secure actors feared to tread and always 
emerged triumphant, be it in mainstream Bollywood or even Hollywood for that matter.
Name the genre and Irrfan is sure to have at least dabbled in it. From Bollywood
crossovers to mainstream Hollywood, Irrfan evoked the kind of love and respect usually
reserved for industry royalty.

Jaydip Sengupta

Some remembered his films, others his dialogues, while many chose to 
remember the down-to-earth, opinionated and witty human being that Irrfan  
was. His phenomenal body of work in Bollywood, which included movies like 
Maqbool, Paan Singh Tomar, Hindi Medium, The Lunchbox and Piku, just to 
name a few, has placed him on a pedestal most actors can only dream of 
stepping on.

The Bollywood bigwigs, along with the country’s leaders, joined in 
celebrating the life of this versatile genius. From Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to Amitabh Bachchan, tributes poured in on social media.

“Irrfan Khan’s demise is a loss to the world of cinema and theatre. He will be 
remembered for his versatile performances across different mediums. My 
thoughts are with his family, friends and admirers. May his soul rest in 
peace,” PM Modi tweeted.

Bachchan wrote: “An incredible talent .. a gracious colleague .. a prolific 
contributor to the World of Cinema .. left us too soon .. creating a huge 
vacuum .. Prayers and duas” 

Elizabeth director Shekhar Kapur called Irrfan India’s “most successful 
export to Hollywood.” He added that he was “an actor that every director 
wanted to work with. A human being that gave his best in every role….A man 
loved by all. Sad to see #IrrfanKhan leave us, after what we thought was 
successful fight against cancer. God bless you Irrfan.”

When news of his untimely death at the age of 53 broke on Wednesday, it 
sent the film fraternity and his legion of fans into the kind of mourning 
seldom seen before. No RIP statuses, which is usually the case when an 
actor passes away, for this was way more personal. Here was a supremely 
gifted actor who had his feet on the ground even as he touched the sky and 
that probably resonated most  with his fans as they poured their hearts out.

A.R. Rahman, who scored for the Irrfan-starrer Slumdog Millionaire, 
tweeted: “One of the greatest ambassadors of Indian cinema has left us. 
Gone too soon..#RamadanDay5 #memories #oscar2009”

Priyanka Chopra, who starred with Irrfan in the 2011 black comedy 7 Khoon 
Maaf by director Vishal Bhardwaj, paid tribute, tweeting: “The charisma you 
brought to everything you did was pure magic. Your talent forged the way 
for so many in so many avenues. You inspired so many of us. #IrrfanKhan 
you will truly be missed. Condolences to the family.”

Mainstream Hollywood too joined the bandwagon to celebrate an icon that 
captivated audiences in acclaimed hits like multiple-Oscar winner Life of Pi, 
The Amazing Spiderman and Jurassic World among others. Directors 
Colin Trevorrow and Ava Duvernay and actors Kal Penn and Riz Ahmed 

Penn who played Irrfan’s son in Mira Nair’s The Namesake, penned: 
“Irrfan’s art and humanity will be badly missed. Never seen someone use 
the beats of silence so beautifully to convey so much about who we are.”

Trevorrow, who worked with Irrfan in Jurassic World, tweeted: “Deeply sad 
to have lost #IrrfanKhan. A thoughtful man who found beauty in the world 
around him, even in pain. In our last correspondence, he asked me to 
remember ‘the wonderful aspects of our existence’ in the darkest of days.”

Riz Ahmed, who rose to fame with Blockbusters like Jason Bourne, Rogue 
One: A Star Wars Story and most recently Venom, paid the ultimate tribute. 
“Rest in peace one of the greatest actors of our time, Irrfan Khan. I never 
met him but he was an inspiration and a hero to me and millions of others. 
His work was consistently transcendent, he was a guiding light for so many 
of us.”

paid glowing tributes to Irrfan.

DuVernay, of Middle of Nowhere and Selma fame, wrote about watching 
the actor on screen and appreciating his work as a fan. “A grateful fan of 
#IrrfanKhan here. Gone too soon. When he is on screen, you can’t take 
your eyes off of him. He lives on in his films.”

Irrfan’s Billu co-star Shah Rukh Khan tweeted: “My friend...inspiration & the 
greatest actor of our times. Allah bless your soul Irrfan bhai...will miss you 
as much as cherish the fact that you were part of our lives. Love u.” he 
posted on Twitter.
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RISHI KAPOOR
The brightest Star of Bollywood

“He’s GONE! I am destroyed!” Amitabh Bachchan

Jaydip Sengupta
t seems doomsday is truly upon us, what with a pandemic sweeping 
across the earth, countries counting the dead in thousands and 
meteorites skimming past dangerously close. Well, in case you thought 

things couldn’t possibly get any worse, someone up there decided this was 
the right time to hit us even harder.

Even as the world of cinema was coming to terms with the untimely demise 
of legendary actor Irrfan Khan on Wednesday, the news that Rishi Kapoor, 
Bollywood’s original Chocolate Boy of the 70s and 80s, had followed his 
D-Day co-star to eternity and beyond, sent aftershocks around the film 
industry on Thursday.

It is gut-wrenching to say the least, having to deal with back-to-back blows 
like this. True, the 67-year-old Rishi was fighting the dreaded disease that 
had taken away Irrfan a day before, but the abruptness of his departure really 
caught everyone off-guard. Chintu, as he was fondly known, had recently 
returned from the US after more than a year’s treatment, seemingly better off, 
when all of a sudden this happened, leaving fans in frenzy and wishing 2020 
never happened.

Rishi, unlike Irrfan, was true-blue Bollywood royalty, born in the first family of 
Hindi cinema, second son of showman Raj Kapoor. He started young, as 
befitted the eventual heir to the throne, when he starred in Mera Naam Joker 
in 1970 and scooped a National Film award for his role as a child artist. His 
first role as an adult came in the iconic Bobby in 1974 opposite Dimple 
Kapadia, one that won him a Filmfare award.

He went on to play the romantic lead in 92 films between 1973 and 2000 and 
was conferred the Filmfare Lifetime Achievement Award in 2008. He was part 
of hit films like Amar Akbar Anthony, Laila Majnu, Rafoo Chakkar, Sargam, Karz, 
Khel Khel Mein, Chandni, Bol Radha Bol among others. In the later stages of 
his career, he lit up the screen with films like Kapoor and Sons, Mulk and 
102 Not Out.

The actor was last seen in Emraan Hashmi’s The Body and had recently 
announced his next project, a remake of Hollywood film The Intern, also 
featuring Deepika Padukone.

Amitabh Bachchan, who has worked with Rishi Kapoor in Kabhi Kabhie, 
Amar Akbar Anthony, Naseeb and 102 Not Out, shared the news of his close 
friend and colleague’s death on social media first. “He’s GONE..! Rishi 
Kapoor gone.. just  passed away.. I am destroyed!” Big B tweeted.

The Bollywood fraternity, already reeling under the lockdown and spending 
more time on social media, went into overdrive on Thursday.

Akshay Kumar also paid tribute to his Namastey London co-star and said, 
“It seems like we’re in the midst of a nightmare...just heard the depressing 
news of #RishiKapoor ji passing away, it’s heartbreaking. He was a legend, a 
great co-star and a good friend of the family. My thoughts and prayers with 
his family.”

Priyanka Chopra shared an endearing image with Rishi and his wife Neetu 
Kapoor, and tweeted, “My heart is so heavy. This is the end of an era. 
#rishisir your candid heart and immeasurable talent will never be 
encountered again. Such a privilege to have known you even a little bit. My 
condolences to Neetu maam, Ridhima, Ranbir and the rest of the family. 
Rest in peace Sir.”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who had shared his heartfelt condolences on
Wednesday after hearing the news of Irrfan’s death, again took to Twitter on 
Thursday. “Multifaceted, endearing and lively...this was Rishi Kapoor Ji. He 
was a powerhouse of talent. I will always recall our interactions, even on 
social media. He was passionate about films and India’s progress. 
Anguished by his demise. Condolences to his family and fans. Om Shanti.”

Bollywood Insider salutes Rishi Kapoor, the brightest star of Bollywood, 
paraphrasing what Shakespeare said in Romeo and Juliet: “In his passage 
to the paradise, take him away and make him out into stars and he shall 
make the face of heaven so beautiful that all his fans around the world will be 
in love with the night.”

Rishi himself was prolific on Twitter, frequently commenting on controversial 
issues and often getting into heated exchanges with people on the social 
media platform. His last tweet was an appeal to people not to attack medical 
staff at the frontlines of the fight against the coronavirus saying, “we have to 
win this war together”. He is gone now, having fought a tremendous war on 
his own.

May he rest in peace!!!

I
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Beating With BooksLockdown Blues 

“If you see the 
size of the 
glasses I sport, 
you will know 
that I love to 
read. My 
childhood was 
spent reading J 
K Rowling books. 
They say kids 
who read Harry 
Potter end up 
having a 
stronger moral 
compass, so 
now you know 
where I get it. 
Jokes apart, I 
have loved the 
series so dearly 
that I’ve lost 
count of the 
number of times 
I’ve waved an 
imaginary wand 
in the air and 
shouted ‘Expecto 
Patronum!’ and 
felt every bit the witch or the wizard that 
Harry, Ron & Hermione were! I am 
re-reading the series and I totally 
recommend it to everyone else”

Sonam 
Kapoor

The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupery, I don’t know what it is about 
that book that pulled me. I mean of course, it is a classic, but today it is a 

Kalki 
Koechlin

Deepali Singh

Dhaval Roy

Copyright    2020 Bollywood Insider

Shah Rukh 
Khan

The Badshah of romance is much more than 
just his signature-style raised arms and sexy 
dimple. Not many know that he is one of the 
most well-read actors of Bollywood. He not 
only recommends reading to his children, but 
insists that books are like teachers, friends, 
confidantes all wrapped in a neat package, “I 
read anything and everything. But I need 
variety too, so at any given time you will find 
me with at least three or four books 
surrounding me. I never can make up my 
mind about what I would like to read today, so 
I keep options handy. I go to book-stores 
when I’m shooting abroad, that’s actually my 

As for aspiring scriptwriters, there is a book series called Save The Cat, by Blake 
Snyder. I highly recommend this one; it is like a bible for script and screenplay 
writing. Blake has actually written a series of books, the one I liked the most is 
Save The Cat! Goes To The Movies. Do give it a read.

Disneyland. I get a coffee and keep browsing for hours—something I can’t do in 
India. I come back home with a bagful of books. I’m always stopped at customs as 
they think I’m carrying some heavy electronic items. If there was a book I had to 
recommend, I won’t be able to because there are just so many and each will tell you 
something new, always. Like this one that I am reading - Malcom Gladwell’s Blink. It 
is a business book which really talks to you and tells you about the psychology of a 
businessman, at least one that he should adopt. When you are into business and it 
is competitive, the book says the man who blinks first is the first one to go down. It is 
a very aggressive thing to say, but it makes for a very interesting read.

Shah Rukh 
Khan

Shah Rukh 
Khan

Shah Rukh 
Khan

Shah Rukh 
Khan

book that I go to whenever I am a little confused in life. There are so many quotes in 
there which really give you a perspective. To say it is a children’s book is actually not 
really fair. It is something the adults need to read more…

e have seen them enact a million emotions on-screen, have memorized 
their dialogues, studied their nuances and have stalked them on 
social media to get a peek into their life beyond cinema. Yet, there W

are facets of our beloved Bollywood stars that are unknown to many. Have 
you ever imagined what your favorite bollywood hottie looks like with his 

Shubarna Mukerji Shu
nose buried in a book? Have you ever stopped to think if your favorite author
matches with the favorite of your beloved star? At Bollywood Insider, we 
decided to raid the  bookshelves of the industry’s best to find out which books 
have shaped them, which ones they recommend and more. Any questions 
you may have had, you will find the answers right  here, so read on…
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You remember that iconic Dilwale Duhania 
Le Jayenge look of Kajol’s? The reading 
glasses perched on her nose, looking into 
a book trying her best to ignore Shah 
Rukh Khan! Well, that is not very far from 
who Kajol really is. “I became a bookworm 
thanks to my mother and I am so glad that 
my kids too love to read. It is such a 
wonderful habit. You never lack a 
companion. It has always been my habit 
to have my nose buried in a book. I think it is the safest, and the most fun 
place to be, especially on outdoors. I started working very young; I really 
couldn’t be interested in anything between cut and action – that was time 
I spent with my books. I have a very eclectic taste when it comes to 
books, like I really loved reading Chanakya’s Chant. I recommend that 
book to everyone. I think The Fountainhead by Ayn Rand is exceptional. 
But you will also find me reading a Jane Austen from time to time. I love 
books about falling in love with someone who isn’t perfect. My daughter
recommended the Twilight series to me and I got glued. I love vampires 
and werewolves. As I said, I have an odd taste in reading, so anything 
and everything goes. I really, really love Amar Chitra Katha. All kids 
should read it. For children I also recommend Peter Pan, though I must 
confess that I loved Captain Hook’s character in it.”

I love reading books on history or the world war. I was always into reading 
’cause I grew up in a crumbling old palace in Bhopal. And then books 
there always were the books lying around — my father’s books. In his later 
years he mostly was into the easy reads like John LeCarre, Robert Ludlum
— The Bourne Identity kind of novels. So, I always enjoyed reading, but it 
is really ironic when my teachers wanted me to read the classics, I almost 
ran to the other end of the spectrum. But these are the same books that I 

pick up and read today. I have to tell you 
t h i s ,  m a k i n g  c o l l e g e  k i d s  r e a d 
Shakespeare is madness. They don’t 
have the understanding or the depth it 
needs to really dig it. If you want kids to 
read, give them something that will 
appeal to their age. I can tell you this by 
experience. I have a love for classics, but 
I have had to grow up for them. If I had to 
recommend something, I would say 
MacBeth, it has so much to it. There is 
love, betrayal, loads of drama. Strongly 
recommend it.”

this imagination, that has helped me in my work. I have many books that I 
run to from time to time, but my all-time favorite one is Papillon by Henri 
Charriere. It’s a very old book about a prison escape. Then I like The 
Alchemist by Paulo Coelho and there are a number of others, but it is not 
coming to me right now. While you sit at home and get weary of the 
quarantine, I suggest you pick one of these two.”

The actor’s versatility is known to all, but did 
you know that Randeep Hooda believes it 
is his reading that makes him the actor he is. 
“I read every day. I read myself to sleep. I 
don’t know how and when I cultivated this 
habit of reading each day, but it one thing I 
am most addicted to. One thing that this 
habit has given me is vast imagination. It 
has given me the ability to sit in my house
and know what it feels like to be in walking 
on the cobbled streets in old London. It is 

Kajol
Saif Ali 
Khan

Saif Ali 
Khan

Saif Ali 
Khan

Randeep 
Hooda

My pick for the quarantine would be The Catcher in the Rye. It is a definitive
tale of hope, it’s death and new life. It pretends to be an adolescent fable, 

Rahul 
Bose

but is a novel for all ages. The book taught 
me that the only thing that comes between 
us and love is fear — fear of rejection. But 
after reading the book, I shot through my 
fear and learnt to love. If you haven’t read 
this one, I highly recommend it! It changed 
my life, and believe me, it talks to everyone 
who reads it.
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The lockdown is nothing but a loud 
and clear message from nature to us all. 

What we are going through today 
is a lesson for all of us. Nature is taking 

control; God is taking control. 
It is all in His hands.

MANOJ BAJPAYEE
Padma Shri & National Award winner 
still a struggling actor?

veryone is waiting eagerly for the second season of The Family Man. 
The web series has garnered so much appreciation that it is safe to say 
Manoj Bajpayee on OTT platform is a success like no one else. With an E 8.6 rating, The Family Man is one of the best Indian originals. What’s 
more, the actor recently received the prestigious Padma Shri award from 

the President of India in recognition of his work in the Hindi film industry since 
his debut in 1998 with Satya. But the actor believes nothing ever came easy 
for him and he is still a struggling actor. With two National Awards also in his 
kitty, why is it that Manoj Bajpayee doesn’t feel like he has got his due?

He wanted to get into the National School of Drama, but was rejected thrice. “I 
got suicidal; it is not easy for a farmer’s son to accept that he got so far and 
then failed to make it. But getting into Barry John’s acting institute helped; 
teaching there helped too, so much so that I tried my hands at NSD for the 
fourth time!” He never did make it as an NSD student, but they hired him as a 
teacher there. Since then, life has been full of highs and lows, but in a 
profession he completely adores. “I always wanted to be an actor. I have never 
known anything else,” he tells Shubarna Mukerji Shu…

Shubarna Mukerji Shu

When a farmer’s son from Belwa becomes Shrikant Tiwari (the 
protagonist from The Family Man), you know you have a success 
story. But to begin with, let’s talk about your foray into the world of 
web series and the grand success you have made out of it.

It is a fantastic feeling for the entire cast and crew of The Family Man. I don’t 
think there has been a show that was been appreciated by all so unanimously. 
Be it the critics, the audience, the ratings – everything favored it, which is a 
great feeling.

The last time we spoke, a little before The Family Man, you told me you 
were a little apprehensive about the OTT platform.

I am like most other people who like to catch a series or two before calling it a 
day. There are some that are absolutely engrossing and there are some which 
are not that great. There was a time I was noticing a pattern in the Indian web 
series. It felt like the makers were simply adding ‘colorful language’, extra 
violence, extra oomph etc… it was not required, but they were completely 
abusing the medium. I didn’t want to be a part of something like that. So, I was 
thrilled when I got The Family Man, because it was so different from everything 
else. To begin with, it was about a regular guy. He could be anyone you see on 
the local train. He has the same issues, with his wife, with his kid’s school 
admission, EMI etc… he is so relatable that a story about him becomes your 
own story. And if I may say so myself, I was right in giving consent to The 
Family Man because it has become a crossover of a kind for its medium.

Are you anxious about the second season of The Family Man?

The thrill of the first season was great, but I will be foolish to take it over to the
second season. The filmmakers and the cast are very clear about this, the first
season is over and done with. Yes, we have celebrated its success, but now 
we are geared up for season two. Here Shrikant Tiwari will have newer, bigger 
challenges. His circumstances will be new, his challenges will be grueling. Our 
focus is getting that right. If we live on the success of the first season, we will 
never see the success of season 2. And that will be a big loss, because let me 
tell you - The Family Man Season 2 is going to be much, much bigger and 
better than the first season.

As you rightly stated earlier, that web series, in India especially, was 
getting abused. That seems to have changed. So, what according to you 
does this new medium bring in for the actors?

To sum up in one word, what this medium of web series means to an actor, I 
will go with the word ‘opportunity’. Web series have opened up a world of 
opportunity for so many talented actors who were not getting jobs. There are 
many actors who have had the potential, but no breakthroughs. Web series 
have turned lives around for such actors. Frankly, I don’t think the commercial 
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cinema circuit was wrong in rejecting these actors. To be truthful, I don’t 
think commercial cinema can stomach the kind of talent and potential these 
actors come with. Bollywood as you call it, doesn’t have the content to 
contain such dynamic performers. So, Bollywood would never do justice to 
them. Web series on the other hand is an open field. If you have talent, you 
can showcase your work here. Work that speaks of quality and gives you 
respect of a performer too.

The OTT platform is a lifesaver even for its audience today. Given the
circumstances we are all in, what do you make out of this lockdown 
life?

The lockdown is nothing but a loud and clear message from nature to us all. 
What we are going through today is a lesson for all of us. Nature is taking 
control; God is taking control. It is all in His hands. If you still don’t get the 
message - God help you. I think, the only thing we people can do is focus 
on our craft. Just keep doing what we have to do. If you have a job, well and 
good. If you were hoping for a job - keep honing your skills. If you have 
nothing, just keep practicing your craft and let this period go. There is 
nothing the rich, the successful or the even the poor can do in this situation. 
So, please quit being restless! Concentrate your energy on what you need 
to keep doing, concentrate on your craft and your calling. Leave the rest to 
God.

For someone whose work has always been appreciated by people of 
all ages, what would you say has been one of your biggest challenges 
as an actor?

Throughout my career, I have only met with the challenges, doubt, 
obstructions, criticism… all of it changed into appreciation once in a while, 
but it has been quite a roller coaster ride for me. It has been quite a journey. 
The learning has been humbling to the core. I think some people find me a 
little too straightforward. I don’t try to beat around the bush; I cannot tell 

For me, one of my biggest challenges was to do what I believed in. You 
cannot imagine the kind of opposition I have had to face. Not just making 
the film, getting a distributor, getting publicity and finally getting the film 
released. I say it very openly, people laugh at it, but the fact is that I have 
been known for all my flops. These are films I have believed in. But these 
films didn’t get the right kind of distribution. For example; 1971. The film is 
garnering huge response from the audience, but no one knew when it came 
out. So, I stick to what I believe in. I give my best and I know, eventually it 
will reap the fruits.

As an actor, you give your all to all your films; yet there might be some 
that are closer to your heart than the others. Irrespective of the box 
office numbers it raked in - can you think of some of those films which 
you would like to recommend for our readers to see?

Don’t judge a film by the box office, whether it is mine or others. I always go 
by how that film made me feel, how it was making that film (if I featured in 
it). For me as an actor, the most important thing was to take my work/ my 
film to the audience; I want as many people as possible to watch my work. 
That is the single most important thing for me. And let them decide the fate 
of my film for themselves. If they like it, great. If they don’t, let that be their 
own opinion. I appreciate every feedback I get. If someone criticizes my 

For that reason, I would have wanted your readers to go watch Budhia 
Singh – Born To Run. That is one of my best performances and one of the 
best films of my career. It was sheer bad luck for Budhia Singh that it got 
released in the same year as Aligarh. Having such a strong content about 
the homosexually oriented professor’s life, Aligarh acquired a lot of 
sympathy and empathy. Later that year Budhia Singh released, but people 
were still not over Aligarh and its performance, even though some critics 
ranked Budhia Singh as my best. I would really urge people to go on Netflix 
and watch that film.

My next question was all about which film do you consider your personal 
best, but I guess you already answered that…

No, I didn’t. Budhia Singh is available on OTT platform, hence I suggested 
that. Actually, Gali Guleiyan is my best performance till date. Also, Bhonsle, 
the film for which I got the second Asia Pacific award. The producers are 
looking to release these films on OTT platforms, but till that happens, do 
watch Budhia Singh.

things to please people

work, I listen to them very carefully.

Gali Guleiyan Mrs. Serial Killer

This interview of Manoj Bajpayee is sponsored by NAVIKA Group of Companies.

The Family Man Aligarh
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A
Deepali Singh

Ayushmann KhurranaVidyut Jammwal

Kartik Aaryan

Shah Rukh Khan

Bollywood actors inspire and entertain 
amidst crisisCOVID-19 

nyone can donate money for charity, but how many can truly inspire
and motivate others to bring a positive change? Our Bollywood artistes
know that, and in the wake of the Coronavirus pandemic, many of them

have come up with creative and entertaining ways to reach out to their fans, 
sharing the dos and don’ts during the pandemic, and at the same time doing 
what they are best at – entertaining! Here’s a look at how some of our 
favourite actors are not letting the lockdown clamp down on their creativity 
and social responsibility…

SRK is known as the Badshah of 
Bollywood not only for his super stardom, 
but also for his witty repartees and unusual 
take on life, success and stardom. The 
actor posted an informative video on 
his social media account about 
the dos and don’ts of dealing 
with Coronavirus. But being 
SRK, he did it in his own style! 
Taking scenes from his own 
films like Raju Ban Gaya 
Gentleman, Chennai 
Express and Kal Ho 
Naa Ho among 
others, he has made a 
fun-filled and 
informational video 
about Coronavirus 
outbreak and the 
precautionary 
measures to be taken 
during self-quarantine, and 
the kind of mask not be 
used – the one he wore in 
the Baazigar title song!

     Nobody delivers a monologue 
    better than Kartik Aaryan! The young
  actor proved he was the master of 
 monologues in his first film Pyar Ka
Punchnama itself. He used this very 
 style to appeal to the masses about
    the benefits of self-isolation and the 
        consequences of stepping out of 
          the house. Not only that, the 
           actor has been trying to lighten 
            everyone’s mood by posting 
             funny videos he makes with 
             his sister. Kartik has also 
              recently started posting a 
               series of videos titled ‘Koki 
         Poochega’ in 

which he is seen 
interviewing 

everyday heroes 
like doctors 

and policemen 
who are in the 

frontline of 
fighting 

COVID-19.

     Anyone who follows Ayushmann 
    Khurrana on social media knows 
   that the actor has quite a few 
 talents up his sleeve, including 
writing poetry and couplets. It’s nearly 
  impossible for an artiste to not be 
      affected by the current crisis in 
             the world today and the 
                   same goes for the 
                       Article 15 actor. He 
                         penned down his 
                         thoughts in the form 
                         of an emotional poem
                         and recited it on 
                          social media, 
                         thanking all the 
                         frontline warriors like
                          medical staff and 

policemen who 
have been 
leading the 

charge against
the pandemic. 

No wonder, 
the video went 
viral in no time.

Having trained in the Indian martial art 
form Kalaripayattu since the age of three, 
Vidyut Jammwal sure knows a bit about 
fitness. The action hero, who has often 
shown off his skills on-screen, has now 
taken to teaching them off-screen 
as well, posting live training 
sessions on Facebook, 
where he has been 
teaching people simple 
exercises to de-stress 
and develop immunity, 
and strengthen mind 
and body in these
stressful times.
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The heavyweights of Bollywood including Amitabh Bachchan, Ranbir 
Kapoor, Priyanka Chopra Jonas, Alia Bhatt and Ranbir Kapoor and the 
biggies from the South film industry including Rajinikanth, Mammootty,
Mohanlal, Chiranjeevi and many others put together a short film called
Family to educate people on the importance of staying indoors during the 
lockdown. The best part about the video? There is no preaching, only a 
quirky story that all the actors have shot inside their own homes, although 
with the magic of editing, it seems they are all at one place. And finally, 
what better to motivate people than to hear the Shahenshah of Bollywood 
say in his deep, comforting baritone at the end of the video – “This too 
shall pass”.

Bollywood and Tollywood 
Collaborate

                   

Salman Khan

to
COMMERCIAL MORTAGE FINANCING

508 Humbold Street, Brooklyn NY 11222
O: 718-886-8517 C: 917-705-7708 ravi@sticonsultants.com

ST
CONSULTANTS

Katrina Kaif
With no house-help, Katrina 

 Kaif has taken to doing all the 
  ghar ka kaam. To see the 

  gorgeous actress sans any 
  make-up, washing utensils 
  and sweeping floors of her 
  home is inspiring for sure! 

  Even more motivational are 
  her fitness videos of exercises 

   one can do at home. Kat is 
     keeping busy for sure and 
       hoping everyone takes a 

         leaf out of her book!

Akshay Kumar
The young brigade of Bollywood, including 
Kartik Aaryan, Tiger Shroff, Vicky Kaushal, 
Sidharth Malhotra, Kriti Sanon, Ayushmann 
Khurrana, Bhumi Pednekar, Rajkummar Rao, 
Ananya Pandey, Kiara Advani and Taapsee 
Pannu, lent their presence to a 
motivational song called  
Muskurayega India. Led by 
superstar Akshay Kumar, 
the song has been 
composed and sung by 
Vishal Mishra and has 
been shared by all 
the participating 
actors on their social 
media accounts. And 
the icing on the  
cake, it has been 
shared by the 
Prime Minister of 
India, Narendra 
Modi himself!

       In recent years, we have discovered different 
      facets of Salman Khan. The superstar is also an 
    aspiring singer and has lent his voice to a couple 
   of songs in movies. Whatever he does, he does it  
         straight from the heart. And this time, it is the 
                pandemic that has disturbed him to the               
                  extent that SK has written, composed 
                    and sung a song called Pyaar Karona. 
                     While the song urges people to stay at 
                      home and take care of their loved ones, 
                      it also brings forth the point that the virus    
                        does not discriminate on the basis of 
                          social status, religion, caste or creed. 
                           It’s also the first independent single 
                             by the actor to release on his 
                             newly-launched channel on 
                            YouTube.
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Sequels for 
Dil Hai Ki Manta Nahin 

and Aashiqui ?

Alia Bhatt’s Gangubai Kathiawadi 
set to get dismantled?

Big B shares his picture in a BikiniStars Come Together 
for Covid-19 relief concert

Big B, on being told that the reason of 
not gaining enough popularity on 
Instagram is because he cannot post 
a picture of himself in a bikini. The actor 
took the challenge and posted version 
o f  a  b i k i n i  p i c  on  I ns tag ram. 
Sharing the picture with a humorous 
pinch, the actor took to Instagram and 
wrote, "Somebody was explaining to 
me why I was not getting the big 
numbers on Insta, unlike all other 
youngGEN..." He said, "because you 
can't put up a pic in a bikini!!!".. And 
suddenly this one popped up.. not 
quite a bikini, it's more bhara hua 
kini.. from my film Mahaan..triple 
role.. and today 37th year of its 
release!!"

The much loved romantic films of 
the 90s era, Dil Hai ki Manta Nahin 
(1991), starring Aamir Khan and 
Pooja Bhatt, and Aashiqui (1990) 
starring Rahul Roy and Anu Aggarwal, 
might have their franchise soon 
once the situation gets back to 

T-SERIES head honcho Bhushan 
Kumar wants to take forward his 
father's legacy by recreating these 
iconic pictures and feel the nostalgic 
waves once again.

normal.

Sanjay Leela Bhansali's Gangubai 
Kathiawadi was much in the news since beginning 

Karan Johar and Zoya Akhtar have been planning a COVID-19 
relief concert along with the help of Bollywood and International 
celebrities. The motto is to raise funds for Give India 
Foundation, support families displaced due to the lockdown 
and also to thank the frontline workers amidst the outbreak. 
SRK, Aamir Khan, Priyanka Chopra, Anushka Sharma and 
many other stars will be a part of the concert which will have a 
four minute video of them entertaining the audience with 
some creative skills.

and it was also the first 
collaboration between Alia Bhatt 
and Bhansali. However, due to 
the Coronavirus outbreak, the 
shooting came to a halt. Hence, 
the director has decided 
to deconstruct the set of 
the movie which is 
placed at Film City, in 
Mumbai because of the 
set not coming in use and 
its high maintenance 
fee. Once the shooting 
resumes, the set for 
the film will be 
recreated. 
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Priyanka Chopra misses India Manoj Bajpayee's 
The Family Man 2 set for 

October release

Bollywood singers gear up for One Nation drive

Priyanka Chopra is spending her quarantine days with 
husband Nick Jonas in Los Angeles, USA. Wanting to feel 
happy in these difficult times, she wore a beautiful blue and 
a white saree, cheering up her fans and herself cheer up.

She said, “Felt like wearing a saree. So I did...At home. Miss 
everyone. @nickjonas” 

PC keeps on encouraging people to stay at homes and 
stay positive during this quarantine. Previously she said, 
“There is always a light at the end of the tunnel... Hang in 
there world...” while another time she wrote, “There are 
so many other things to stock up on right now. Please look 
out for each other and the people who are most at risk 
for #Covid19.”

Kajol debuts on OTT with Tribhanga

Bollywood singers have taken a step ahead in spreading 
 awareness against the COVID-19 outbreak. Singers like 

Shreya Ghoshal, Neha Kakkad, Badshah, Jubin Nautiyal, 
                                      and Raftaar have joined hands 

                                      with YouTubers like Bhuvan Bam 
                                     and Prajakta Koli and will be seen 

                                   
                                    

                 in a YouTube gig One Nation, which 
         will be released on April 30. The concert 

     will have its sets featured from different 
   places in the country with an aim to raise funds 

   for PM CARES to benefit the needy.

                              As per reports, Badshah stated, “I am 
       honored to be a part of this initiative by 

     YouTube to get us all together to enable the 
    PM CARES Fund. It’s difficult times, but I hope 

    we come out stronger and more empowered 
     from this situation. Till then, it is important for 

      us to understand our responsibility and 
       practice social distancing and do our bit to help 

       the world.”

After witnessing the tremendous success of Manoj 
Bajpayee starrer The Family Man, the audience is 
eagerly waiting for its second season. Going by latest 
reports, it seems that the wait has come to an end 
as actress Priyamani, who played a pivotal role in 
the first season, revealed that the series might 
be shown in October this year. Raj Nidimoru and 
Krishna DK, who are the creators of this series, said 
that the  official announcement will be made soon. 
Pretty excited to 
watch the 
second season! 
Are you?

Ajay Devgn's production Tribhanga, starring Kajol, might 
  release their first OTT project in the second half of 2020 
    and not in 2021, as scheduled earlier. 
     With the intensive lockdown tenure, 
        the demand for online content is 
        surging and hence as per the 
              reports, Netflix India 
               has requested Ajay 
                    Devgn Films to 
                            change 
                                     their 
                      digital release.                      

  Tribhanga, 
   directed 
by Renuka 
Shahane, 
  depicts the 

      lives of three 
   women from 
   different generation 
  and stars Mithila Palkar 
 and Tanvi Azmi. The reports 
also quote the producer 

     Siddharth M, who asked for 
   the 2020 release, stating that the new release 
  date will only be decided once the final cut is submitted 
to Netflix. 



“Long live the friendship between India and the United States!!”

ʻPaid�for�by�Suozzi�for�Congressʼ

2019

2018

1999

“Throughout my career in public 
service, I have been an ardent 

supporter of India, their sovereignty 
and have always stood with them in 

their fight against terrorism. 
The US-India relationship will be one 
of the most important in the next 50 
years and beyond. I have spent my 
time in Congress in promoting this 

relationship and will continue to do so.” 

CONGRESSMAN�TOM�SUOZZI�
Letter�to�Secretary�of�State�Mike�Pompeo

August�12,�2019�
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All samagams are cancelled.

Stay Home and Stay Safe

For previous recorded samagams please visit 
www.cosmicgrace.org
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Visit CLB Visa Center 
and submit all 

documents with 
applicable fees.
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